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 (1885 –1916)
Orchestral Rhapsody: A Shropshire Lad.
George Butterworth was born in  London but his family soon moved to York for his father to work as general manager of the North Eastern Railway. He received his first music lessons from his mother, who was a singer, and he began composing at an early age. As a young boy, he played the organ for services in the chapel of his junior school  before gaining a scholarship to Eton College. 
Butterworth then went up to Trinity College, Oxford, making friends with the folk song collector Cecil Sharp, and  the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams with whom he made several trips into the English countryside to collect folk songs, the compositions of both of them being strongly influenced by what they collected. Upon leaving Oxford, Butterworth began a career in music, as a critic, composer and school teacher. He also briefly studied piano and organ at the Royal College of Music, though he stayed less than a year as the academic life was not for him. Before the start of World War I he produced a handful of compositions, all of which promised great things to come, including two sets of songs based on A.E. Houseman’s poems: Six Songs from A Shropshire Lad and Bredon Hill. 
He arranged the music from some of these songs as A Shropshire Lad Rhapsody for Orchestra which is filled with the atmosphere of the English countryside. Sadly, his early promise was not to be fulfilled as he became one of the ’Lads in their hundreds who will never be old’ commemorated in one of his settings of another Houseman poem, as he was killed in the battle of the Somme just one month after his 31st birthday.  

